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Abstract 
This study investigates the need for good learning environment in early childhood care and 
education for transformation and development. The quality of learning environment has a 
great impact on the behaviour of children as most of their time is spent there. School learning 
environment is a place specially designed for teacher and student to meet and engage in the 
teaching and learning process. The childhood environment should be conducive and support 
learning and the development of children. It could be described as the area where children 
are connected with teachers, people, other children, materials, tools etc. to acquire skills. It is 
explained as a place where ideas, knowledge and understanding are acquired through social 
interaction. Through social interaction, children gather information, experiences and 
opportunities to respond creatively to their environment. Children therefore need a good and 
stimulating environment for their physical, intellectual, emotional and social development. 
They also need to be provided with attractive and child friendly environment for their proper 
development. 

 

 Early Childhood Care and Education is a programme initiative offered to a child at their early 
stage of life. It promotes and enhances the participation of children in the educational process and 
removes barriers which may discomfort them as they enter primary school. National Policy on 
Education (2004) defines Early Childhood care and Education as: education given in educational 
institutions to children prior to their entering the primary school. 
 The child’s learning environment is a place that responds to the natural curiosity of young 
children and re-affirms a sense of self and promotes positive dispositions towards learning. It is a 
place where children gain experiences and interact with others to develop interpersonal skills. 
Onyekwelu (2013) states that it is a place where young children learn through play, individually and 
co-operatively. 
 The learning environment of the young children is an important area decorated with powerful 
teaching and learning materials that reflect the knowledge and understanding of teachers that design 
it. Children enjoy and respond to the general atmosphere, its beautiful values, functions and the social 
opportunities it provides. Oduolowu (2011) observed that children learn by observation and by 
interacting with their environment and gradually transform or change their relationships with the 
world of adults, things, events and with their peers. Children are encouraged to learn from each other, 
their teachers and their parents in a stimulating area that will be attractive to them (Hendrick, 2014). 
The environment represents all the conditions and surrounding affecting the children in an early 
childhood setting. The interaction between the child and his learning environment is dynamic and it 
helps in the child’s learning and development. This paper therefore, discusses the need for good 
learning environment in childhood care and education. 
 
Concept of Environment 
 Onyekwelu (2013) defines environment as a place where knowledge and understanding are 
gathered through social interactions. She went further to state that environment can be physical or 
psychological or abstract. Physical environment refers to our homes, school and community while 
psychological environment has to do with the responses, reactions and feed backs which the child 
receives from significant others. Environment is explained as a place where children play and interact 
with others to develop interpersonal skills and relationship through play, individually and 
cooperatively. According to Dhameja (2004) environment embraces the experiences and challenges 
the child has had in the home, school, community as well as other conditions that promote or hinder 
activities. He further stated that it is also the environment that teaches peace, culture to the child for 
onward transmission to the society for nation building. Opara (2012) observed that the child’s 
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environment accommodates or brings a variety of information from which the child benefits from. 
Nnachi (2007) defines environment as a man’s important gift, a surrounding in which children live 
and carryout their daily activities. He added that each individual at one time or the other experiences 
two types of environment which include pre-natal and physical environment. Obinauju (2012) defines 
environment as any area external to us. The area includes our surrounding, the atmosphere, the plants, 
animals, streams, roads sides and the other features in our environment. The environment is very 
important to the child since the child exercises his freedom and performs activities within it. The 
environment makes or mars the child.  It makes the child happy and lively and also provides life 
support for him. 
 
Creating a Good learning Environment 
 Effective learning environment promotes understanding and practices that enhance child’s 
learning. Teachers prepare good learning environments that encourage children’s active participation 
and exploration of materials and sustained engagement with other activities. They consider the child’s 
ability and developmental age when choosing materials and equipment for learning. 
 Dhameja (2009) stated that since children need a good and interactive learning environment 
for the development of intellectual, social and emotional aspects of life, it becomes necessary to 
provide the child with stimulating, friendly and comfortable environment. 
 What determine the creating of conducive learning environment are the creative and 
innovative abilities of preschool teachers handling it. Learning environment for children should 
promote children’s development and meet the individual needs of children such as needs for love, 
care and security. 
 Montessori (2002) opined that the most features of her system are the prepared environment. 
The prepared environment refers to an organized and coordinated set of materials calculated to assist 
proper learning in the child. The environment is stimulated based on the needs of the child. Therefore 
attention and recognition should be given to the child’s learning environment. 
 Ibiam (2003) stated that the following things should be provided within the prepared 
environment: 
1. Freedom of Movement: The young children need to have freedom of movement. The 
environment must encourage free movement and exploration of things. It must also ensure safety and 
hygiene. 
2. Nature: The young children should be allowed to explore nature and things around them and 
to observe and enjoy the harmony revealed in nature. They should be free to practice and create things 
with the use of tools and other equipment in their daily classroom activities.  
3. Freedom of play: Play is the language and work of children, therefore, the environment must 
encourage variety of play. Play method of teaching must be adopted in which pupils are allowed to 
learn and explore at their own pace.  
 
Things to Consider when Planning Learning Environment 

1. In school learning environment, there should be good seating arrangement, adequate 
instructional materials, good ventilation and good lightening. Good activities should be 
available at all times which can be changed to ensure that pupils have enough or adequate 
learning experiences throughout the day. 

2. There must be enough space to accommodate all pupils and give them chance for free 
movement round the classroom and to carry out their activities individually or cooperatively 
with no distractions. 

3. There must be cordial relationship established between pupil/pupil and teachers/pupils so that 
teachers recognize the efforts of pupils and avoid the use of abusive language on the pupils. 

4. Noisy activities should be kept away from floors to ensure safety and calmness to people 
entering the premises. Such activities should be done in a separate area. 

5. Quiet areas where children can read and relax should be away from the noisy activities. The 
areas should be pleasing, neat, comfortable and spacious to accommodate all kinds of reading 
materials and relaxation of children. 
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6. Ensure good lightening throughout the room to help supervision and direction, and to give the 
children the opportunity to see clearly and handle their activities in a way that would stimulate 
their interest in the lesson. 

7. Ensure that the lighting provision is un-interrupted. This can be achieved by having a stand by 
generator to take over when NEPA is off. 

8. There must be a store where to pack learning equipment and furniture. Learning equipment 
and furniture are to be kept in a clean store to avoid stealing by people and damage by 
children.  The store is expected to take a nice shape and spacious to accommodate enough 
equipment. 

9. Activities that involve moulding should be near a source of water for hand washing, drinking 
and for cleaning the environment after work. If it is tap water, it should be un-interrupted.  

10. There should be enough space for play and play materials. The play materials must be 
appropriate to the age, development and abilities of the learner for proper mental development.  
It must be attractive and interesting.  

Source: (Onyekwelu, 2013). 
 
Management of Learning Environment 
 One of the important things we need to do as teachers is managing a group of young children 
appropriately. (Onyekwelu, 2013) explains that it takes lots of time to learn to manage the behaviour 
of others especially a group of young children. 
 Management of learning environment in Early Childhood Education means understanding 
child development and determining goals and objectives, this includes the personal philosophy of the 
teacher and the philosophy of the education program. You have to include indoor and outdoor 
environment. Environment represents all the conditions and surrounding affecting the children in an 
Early Childhood setting. 
 The teacher serves as a classroom manager and director. He manages the classroom structure, 
learning materials and method of instructions and spends a lot of time in supervision. This requires the 
ability to think about and create many things at once. The teachers’ role as a supervisor and manager 
include being responsible for setting up and maintaining a safe and appropriate environment. He has 
to observe and listen to the children, communicate with parents. Jackman (2001) stated that the 
teacher should set clear and fair limits for classroom and guide younger children towards appropriate 
ways to relate to others and help other children set their own limits. 
 It is appropriate to remind children of the rules and regulations and listen when they express 
their feelings and frustrations. Jackman (2001) further stated that the rules should be made simple, 
clear and reasonable for the age of the child, whenever possible; explain the reason for the rule. A part 
of early education management is to help children deal effectively with the outward expression of 
their feelings. The teacher should help the individual child identify what he is feeling, place a limit on 
his behaviour and give the child an appropriate attention for that feeling.  
 
Physical Environment  
 Physical environment refers to our homes, school and community. Essa (2007) is of the 
opinion that “when children are in a particular behaviour setting they behave in a manner appropriate 
to that setting.” His opinion emphasizes the importance of providing an environment that support 
development and learning. If the environment promotes the children’s engagement in activities, then it 
becomes necessary that teachers have to provide the most appropriate setting for them. The quality of 
the environment influences the behaviour of the children who spend their time in that space. 
Therefore, a well organized and pleasant environment that will provide a variety of activity to all ages 
and support children’s development in all aspects and enhance learning should be made available. 
 
Arrangement of Indoor Learning Environment 
 Indoor learning environment is expected to take a nice shape. The environment should tell the 
children “we care about you”. A well organized classroom serves as learning and activities areas 
which are well lighted and ventilated and where a variety of activities could be done. Learning areas 
can include art, manipulative, dramatic play, computer, wood marking etc and other things that 
promote the unique interest, needs and characters of a group of children. These areas or centers 
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support children’s learning and enable them to explore experiment and interact with the environment 
with suitable learning facilities. According to Alozie (2010) indoor learning environment should be 
spacious and rooms should be arranged for accessibility and good ventilation. Learning areas allow 
children to make choices from a range of available and appropriate activities, Essa (2007). Early 
childhood curriculum is planned for the overall learning programme for children under school entry 
age. This curriculum is considered responsive to the children because it is designed to meet and 
respond to their specific needs. 
 Maduike (2013) stated that as the environment influences children, it also influences the 
method of teaching of the teacher.  The teacher adopts the methods suitable for the environment. Essa 
(2007) opined that “children are more likely to follow classroom rules when the environment 
reinforces these”. 
 A safe and healthy environment is good for infants and toddlers. It serves as areas designed 
for eating, sleeping and playing, caring for and playing with a few infants or toddlers at a time. These 
are the main focus of these areas. 
 Low level chairs and tables are a must for them. The young children according to Nnachi 
(2007) explore and interact with their environment through their senses. Therefore, visible and 
accessible materials for pushing, grasping and pulling should be provided for them.  
 
Arrangement of the Outdoor Environment 
 Outdoor environment is simply taken to be an environment outside the normal classroom. 
This includes the field, the play group and dinning hall. The outdoor environment allows a lot of 
freedom to explore and encourage a great deal of social interaction among children. Ogunsawa (2004) 
said that in outdoor area, there is plenty of talking group play and also free individual play that allows 
children to manipulate and experiment with natural and un-natural materials around them. For outdoor 
environment to enhance learning and promote the development of inquiry and creative thinking and 
other skills, it must be carefully arranged and organized so that as children move around the play 
ground, cognitive skills are acquired. Osanyin (2002) opined that a child’s play environment whether, 
the indoor or outdoor should be designed to teach children. This is because it can accommodate 
different kinds of noise than the indoor. The outdoor area should have more than a space where 
children can ward off tension and exercise their bones and muscles. It should also provide 
opportunities that enhance socialization, cognitive and language development, creativity and develop 
skills. Children explore and test the environment at any time; therefore safety and security are the first 
priority. Ogunsawo (2004) suggested that adults be employed and charged with the responsibility of 
supervising the playground at all times. He further advised that outdoor time requires adults who are 
playful, observant, and have the spirit to listen to children’s endless reports, and be ready to protect 
them from being injured. A well designed outdoor play area should assist children to explore and play 
freely under the care and safety of the adults.  
 Jackson (2001) suggested that the following equipment be selected.  
- Swings  
- Merry-go- round 
- Permanent climbers 
- Slides 
- Plastic hoops 
- Sturdy cardboard boxes 
- Sand box  
- Tyres and tubes  
- Rubber balls of various sizes  
 The teacher, Jackson (2001) said, should be aware that more space is needed for a lot of 
vigorous outdoor activities. He should think creatively of new ways to manage and control both 
indoor and outdoor activities keeping in mind the skills to be developed like large and small muscle 
development, encouragement of creative play, development of positive self-esteem etc. 
 There are many educational as well as health benefits when children play outdoors, they 
include: 
� It allows children to take part in vigorous physical activities. 
� Allows children to explore different equipments. 
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� Stimulates nervous and circulatory system. 
� Encourages children’s team work. 
� Stimulates children’s appetites. 
� Helps children to learn about the natural world. 
� Promotes their sense of belonging and harmony. 
 
Factors that Affect Design of Outdoor Play Environment Include 
1. Safety: Outdoor play environment has to be safe, hazard free and must be easy for adults to 
supervise children’s activities. The area should be secured to prevent children from walking about and 
from strangers. Outdoor area should be checked on daily basis or occasionally to push out dangerous 
animals. 
2. Topology: This is talk about location. Outdoor area must not be close to a market area, accident 
zone, valley, slippery and erosion areas. 
3. Maintenance: Outdoor areas need to be easily maintained. It must be designed to last long. 
4. Equipment: Outdoor area needs to have storage facilities for play equipment to prevent them from 
loss and damage. 
5. Play surface: A level and smooth surface is highly needed. Outdoor area must be covered with 
grass, sand, chipping, gravel etc. A good surface is to be chosen to suit many activities that will take 
place and to prevent inquires from falls. 
6. Appearance:  Outdoor area need to be attractive and nice looking. The appearance can affect its 
use. It is necessary to create a pleasant atmosphere.  
Tools and equipment must be appropriate to the level and age of the children using them. Equipment 
must not have sharp edges and must not contain acid or toxic substances.  
- The area should have a good store for packing of learning materials by the children. 
 
Influence of the Learning Environment on Children 
 The learning environment has effect on the children. A good learning environment should 
support the development of children and affect the way children behave towards each other. A well 
organized environment provides children with lots of activities appropriate to children age, stimulates 
interest and enhances learning. Positive peer interactions are promoted when children are not 
crowded, and when a variety of items are provided. Classroom that is well arranged promote cognitive 
development by providing opportunities for children to classify, measure, compare, sort and find 
relationships. The environment also establishes cordial relationship between pupil-pupil and enhances 
both gross and fine motor development through the use of appropriate equipment and materials. 
 
Child’s Learning Environment 
Characteristics 
- A child’s learning environment must be safe & healthy, free from sharp and dangerous objects. It 
must be supervised from time to time. 
- The area must be functional and purposeful to meet the needs, interest and aspiration of the children. 
- It should be spacious for various activities performed by children. 
- A learning environment - classroom must be accessible and offer opportunities to children to move 
from place to place without molestation or difficulty. 
- The area must be a child friendly environment where teachers love & care for children, a place that 
will encourage growth and development. It should be a place where materials and activities necessary 
for children are made available. 
- A child’s learning environment should be comfortable for children. The area should not be too hot or 
too cold. Fresh air, light, ventilation should be adequate in the areas. 
- It must contain furniture, be an attractive, noiseless and beautiful environment that will also 
contribute to the well-being. Therefore teachers need to provide conducive setting for learning. 
Onyekweklu (2013) added that, it must also promote social development by providing opportunities 
for children to interact and move freely with each other without counting on age. A well organized 
and ventilated environment brings joy and helps pupils learn with ease. The environment can 
discourage positive peer interaction and self-esteem in children. A good and conducive learning 
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environment stimulates the child, makes the child happy and helps to equip the child for a meaningful 
and purposeful living in the community.  
 
Conclusion   
 A child’s learning environment is an important and powerful setting where children learn 
variety of activities by interacting with their environment and actively fitting themselves into the 
world of adults. Onyekwelu (2013) averred that a conducive and beautiful environment promotes 
children’s growth and development and also contributes to their well-being. It also determines the 
kind of behaviour a child should put up and encourages cooperation among peers in team work. A 
good learning environment stimulates the child for a meaningful living in the society. Children engage 
in activities from day to day, their performing well in activities depends on the environment, 
therefore, teachers need to provide the most stimulating and conducive setting for learning. 
 
Recommendations 
 To transform early childhood education through a good learning environment requires that the 
environment must be conducive, stimulating, attractive, comfortable, neat, noiseless, and child 
friendly with all the necessary facilities. To this end, the following recommendations are made:- 

- Teacher should provide environment that responds to the natural curiosity of young children 
and promote positive dispositions. 

- An environment where children gain experiences and interact with each others to develop 
interpersonal skills and where they can learn through play should be provided.  

- Provide environment decorated with powerful teaching and learning materials such as toys and 
where children exercise their freedom perform activities freely within it and enjoy themselves. 

- A stimulating, comfortable and child friendly environment that will promote children’s 
development and meet the individual needs of all children should be provided.  
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